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Same as the common people in regard to larty matters lrke vase, clothing, etc., regarding them as real,
and grvmg them thelr appeallatlon vase; clothmg, etc.; so is a wise one following as a matter of course the cus-
tomary - worldly usage -in“making .remarks to give designations, although one is aware that they are really
non-existant. Whereas if it is desirous to investigate into evils and miseries inherent to care and trouble witha
view‘to’ emancrpatron Irberatrng from transmigration, from Karma, from illusions, and from' pains and
sufferings one has to give to the right and superlatrve truth his scrupulous and exhaustive researchful study;
let his. mmd operate according to proper._ direct spontaneous right thinking, thinking without thought
with respect to all phenomenas.and to. the false actrvrtles of conscrousness thus all mrserable tres and
bondages of cares trouble or other afﬂlctlons wrll no Ionger last. : g R

SUMMARY by the Rev Bhiksu Yen Why

o bﬁtﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁtmfé °
: a%%ﬁi:%étﬁ:’ °
P el
) /T\fﬂﬁﬁfz:fk °

At Dayllght a rope is trssues Fbrrc,

At Night t" will be taken to be a snake.

Of th’ tissues to have ropes, concept is false,
How ‘bout having a snake concept of the rope?

Of th’ rope, to have a snakeconcept, is amiss,

Why then unaware that a rope’s concept is likewise a tease? .




A VERSE READS :

This fourth Gatha is of the ‘ldeahstcldal’ nature nulhfymg 1deas rmaglnatlons ldentlﬂcatrons mental
conceptlons or thoughts. R SIE o :

Exrstence false, there being nothmg real
The fact is not, what to sense appeal ,‘
Because of phenomenal forms are false,
Render J null ‘the mmd that to apply falls

A DISCOURSE EXPOUNDS :

~Admitted that in the case of the vase, the c!othmg, etc., their intrinsic selfhood are unfounded as .
they-are outcome of the false discriminating consciousness, -but-the dlsturbed and mangled- perceptrbrhty
held by the phenomena does exist as may be proved by attention given to the Gandharva City (a- Mirage
City) or a metamorphosal man and other such matters, in which consciousness does exists. If however,
such consciousness does suppose to exist, it is not real, because it does not correspond or cope with the
actual;'object's of -perception. The false .illusory consciousness acted on the objective phenomenon-gives
creation to he phenomenal subjective selfness. which, as has aready been explained, is nonexist, so the.
objective phenomenon is unfounded, and the false subjective consciousness. is therefore also devoid of
existence, hence this consciousness coming into being is improbable and impossible. This is much the same -
as in the case of growing plants in which to expect the earth to shoot out buds without seeds. Seeds-
corresponds to the objective phenomenon and buds to the mental perceptibility. Thus therefore the con:
tention as illustrated by the illusory city etc. falls through. :

The following two Gathas (Fifth and Sixth) explain the object or benefit of achievement vto those who are
realized or firmly convinced (theoretically and pract_ically) in these discourses,

e s A VERSE READS :
Allfelse are falsely established, :
Enlightened folks may have relished. - .. - "

Wise ones to cut off from thrall’d care,
Easy as free ng from seem’d snake fear

A DISCOURSE PUTS lT

= Itis now f’nally ascertained that wrthln the Trailokya all are havmg but false names and the superf'cnal :
or shallow" understandlng as that of a vase ‘etc. can thus be dlspensed with and set a5|de acknowledglng .
their’ commg into’” bemg is because of names and verbs. Therefore an mtelhgent observer, after havmgl;
fully ‘understood’ th|s wrll at once free hlmself from fear of the snake mlsconstrued by the false representat— .
ion of the rope; and yet by giving further attentwe constderatlon being aware of the’ dnverse constrtuents,
and components ‘of the rope, he wrll reallze the fallacrous tenet thh respect fo the rope etc. By this way. of
deep conscientious |nvestlgatlon no’ matter what that might have caused filth, pollutlon will be eastly and'j;
quickly discarded and disolved, the net and snare of care, “trouble or affliction and all Karmlc results i ie. ’
effects of past karmlc acts and domgs WIIl break off asunder and exterminate of themselves. : -

Let us see .through-all.ago and things as we see through the false represented snake or the misled yet accepted :
rope and we shall be all enllghtened our Salvatron is'with us w1thout our havmg to seek for it. :

ANOTHER VERSE READS

While with affairs of he layman, :
Wise one should conform with th common,
But to sever from woe and thrall,

One must acquaint with true principle.




THIS MAY BE DISCOURSED THUS

To the component of the rope lf sphttmg and then further sphttmg processes are: repeatedly apphed
by appropriate observation we will be convinced that nothing definite exist excepting by virtue of mere.
mental deception. From this we should be aware that all are but unreal names as in the case of a vase, a
coat, etc. whose existence depends respectlvely on clay, textile etc. This is'so i in all verbal processes and-
conscrouis projections expressible or unexpressible; if they have not been destroyed nor are dissolved they
retain the name of a vase etc. without any definite self nature of their own. To say they are dependent
having no proper self of their own means their. existence deperids extirely on words and languages of the

common world having no bearlng to superlatrve truth

SG far here all visible and tanglble objects are nulhﬁed lnvnsrble and untanglble objects are to be tackled .
by the followmg Gatha and lts exponent

A GATHA READS

Thrs thlrd Gatha is- of S|mrlar nature as the prevrous two exceptmg €go and thmgs (me and mlne) nulhf’ed
here are 1mag|nary and are inconceivable to human functlonal organs IS

‘Cause Susceptrblhty being forl d
Divisibility‘is render’d void. -

To prove, at this extreme rnﬁmte stage,
The-existence, much mars the effort of age,
It is unfounded but for delusion,

Wlse one, cleave not thou onto th’illusion.

e LET THlS BE EXPOUNDED

If it is again maintained that while falsehood mlght be admissible before the minutest infinite stage
is reached, after which ways and means to further dividing or splitting has come to end and is no more"
possible we have to agree that such stage is (exist), a definite reality, hence we might as well admit flower of ::
illusion in the empty air or horns of a rabbit and other stich (impossible) things truly:exist. Things devoid’
of being seen or of conscious impression have no power to arouse; or to create or to sustain. mental
applicability; thus what is held “the minutest is (exrst) is definitely unfounded. Therefore we have to say
where perceptlbrhty fails the establishment of “the minutest is (exist)” is too far fetched. The reason for
this. may be further evidenced by the. drscnmmatlon glven to. things, by-way. of .their various aspects and
components as in the mstance in what can. now _be seen in the_ vase,. the clothmg, etc. lndlcatmg their
posmons in, relaton to the varlous cardmal bearmgs North East or West etc all, presentmg their apparent
avallable posmon aspects or components which are however lnconcelvable and therefore. unavailable. -
Hence to affirm that the “Minutest is (exrst)” there must be ways and means.to give distinction or limitation
of its mdlvlduahty havmg outstandmg nature of its own, permlttmg the mdlcatron of its posrtlon in relatlon
'the’ rious dlrectlons, North -East, West etc. and of its drstmgunshlng components by Wthh it is con-.
strtute_' '_ Therefore the aff' rmmg of “the Mmutest |s (exrst) ‘wm not. hold in reasomng

On the other hand the ‘minutest cannot be regarded as one mtegral whole, for it is composed of many
parts and:has outstanding features distinguishablé from other matters. - - Here again by:virtue of one integral
whole to establish “the Minutest is” is' certainly: unfounded: Thus we-should leave off the contention “the
minutest is (exist)” to which wise ones, well realizing that the (Trailokya) are nothing but falsehood, and
seeking after the wonderful and profound truth should not hold on as reality.

Objective matters tangible and intangibel, visible and invisible are so far all nulhf'ed The followmg Gatha
and its discourse will render void the mental subjectivity. N




PALMAR TREATISE

Introduction to explain reason for writing this discourse. - , :

A Discourse held that within the (Trailokya) the Three planes namely of sensuous deSIre of form,
and of formless nothing is exist except in mere unreal name, and all external forms are in fact untounded
if not for the delusive tenets or attachments. Now to assist those who have yet to realize the Truth, enabllng
them to understand and see rlghtly through the self ‘nature-of ‘all seeing things as things are, i.e. realizing

the truth in the truth and false in the false avoiding misleading and lop-sided conceptions, this discourse
is therefore made and presented. The (treatise) consists of six Gathas each with its explanatory. discourse
the first two Gathas and discourses are of the matenalmdal’ or_‘egocidal’ nature, nullifying alI self and
things conceived by various sense organs. '

A GATHA (VERSE) READS:

A metrical hymn or chant, translated into Chlnese to consist of4 Imes each of 4, 5 or 7 characters and now
being rendered into English trochee.

A Rope {mis) taken for a snake will end,

Soon as the rope’s understood and discern’d

If the rope is seen in its materials, L

The rope concept equally fallacious.

A DISCOURSE EXPLAINS :

It was a usual practice to give the gist (essence) in a Gatha consisting of a few chosen words, Wthh may
therefore be not readily understood, hence a discourse to explain is given.

At a place not far off, where ‘tis distance that lends enchantment to the view things are not clearly
discernable, something resembling a rope or a snake is seen. Being unable to clarify its own characteristic
nature, we are so confounded that we adhere to the conception of its being a snake. Afterwards when its
own outstanding nature is seen, we are then aware that because of our delusive conception this false and
disorderly view is created which is but misinterpretation, nothing true in the matter. Again if we analyse
and split the rope into its constituent components going through an oakum picking process exercising
wisely our best observation, the intrinsic self of the rope is also nowhere to be found. Thus convinced, our
understanding of the rope may be guided by the enlightening lesson of the snake. A rope is not a snake is

readily convincing but the materials constituting a rope being not a rope may not be equally acceptable. If,
however, we admit that the snake is the result of the false tenet on the rope, we should also admit that the
rope is due to the false tenet on the materials constituting a rope. Hence materials constituting a rope is
not a rope; and a rope is therefore a mere form just like a snake deriving its form from a rope. Likewise let
the contention be carried further on with respect to the constituent components of the rope nay the
argument can be continued ad infinitum beyond eventually. we will come to the never ending supposed
primary elementsorelectrons splitting, out of which all material forms are evolved we will be convinced that all
forms and appearances are grounded on borrowed false dependent, and are without the slightest truth,
only delusive conciousness exists as exemplified by the above case of the rope in which delusive and con-
flicting conception is created. Therefore the mental impression and concious formation derived from
* the rope, or from its constituent components, nay from all forms, are but delusive and false understanding.

A'GATHA READS :

All existence are faisely presented,

As prov’d by ‘tending to their self innate.
Faulty names, borrow’d; dependent they are;
So with world matters and phenomena.
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7. dbY1GS.gNYEN.—VASUBANDHU—WEALTHY KINSMAN. Comprehending
the entirety of the Buddha's teaching. He crossed the ocean of siudy, To gain a vision of
Absolute Awareness from his elder brother Asanga—Homage to the Master Vasubandhu!
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