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MY HAPPY REMINISCENCE
AND SINCERE WISHES

K. S. Fung

We are now celebrating the 35th anniversary of The Vajrayana Esoteric Society. How Time flies!
Thirty five years is not a short time. During this long period. the Society has achieved great successes
in-various Dharma Promotions. I myself, being a permanent director, have contributed little to the
Society, yet I am glad that I have the opportunity to share this glorious acheivement which, as a matter
of fact, should be the credit of our master Rev. Lau Yui-Che.

I still have a vivid memory when Rev. Lau went to India in 1958, visiting His Holiness Dudjom
Rinpoche. Perhaps due to their Karmic relationship in the past lives. His Holiness immediately
accepted him to be one of His inner court disciples, and transmitted to him all the esoteric doctrines
of the Nyingma school. Rev. Lau remained in India for almost one year, receiving His Holiness's won-
derful teachings, and at the same time studied the Tibetan language.

After returning to Hong Kong in the following year, Rev. Lau began to translate many Tibetan
Buddhist Tantras into Chinese for the benefit of the Chinese disciples.

Rev. Lau has conducted numerous Initiation Rituals in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and South East
Asian countries, and taught the Tibetan “seven-limbed method™ of meditation. It is estimated that
over twenty thousand students have learned this wonderful way of meditation, and many of them are
enjoying good health and the gradual unfoldment of their Prajna wisdom. He has indeed given great
blessings to all mankind. Four years ago the Society has a new Temple in Tai Chung, which comprises
all the beauty of Tibetan artistic designs, and will be an important part of the Society’s Dharma
activities.

As a rule, Tibetan Gurus are very reserved in the transmission of the esoteric teachings, such as
the awakening of the Kundalini, and the Mahamudra esoteric practices. Generally it is not easy for
an ordinary student to receive such teachings. Rev. Lau, realizing this difficulty. has many times
requested his Root Guru to allow him to teach these esoteric practices, so gradually these secret doc-
trines are now available to those who are willing to learn. '

There is only one goal for the study of Buddhism, which is to.realize our Buddha Nature, so as to
transcend the cycle of life and death, and to enter into Nirvana. However, in order to achieve this,
there are many different ways or systems of practices. In the Zen School, it is generally meditating on
a Koan; in the Tien Tai School, it is concentration and contemplation; and in the Pure Land School,
to chant the Holy Name of Amitabha. In Tibetan Buddhism, however. both physical welfare and
spiritual cultivation are taken care of. Because in order to succeed in Dharma training, a lay Buddhist -
must have a healthy body and a steady livelihood. Therefore, in order to conquer sickness and disease,
there is the Longevity Ritual, and for poverty there is the Treasure Vase ceremony. However the
highest goal is to achieve Buddhahood in this present life. For this purpose, there are Highest Yoga
Tantra and Mahamudra systems of practices.

With regard to the esoteric meaning of empowerment, it is the Rev. master who is transmitting
his spiritual power, which he has attained through many years of meditation, direct to the disciple; to
help him or her to unfold the higher levels of wisdom. The apparent sacred and complicated rituals
are only secondary means for this purpose.

In the art of initiation, Rev. Lau has 35 years of experience. His way of transmitting his spiritual
power to the students and his tactics in the teaching of meditation have reached a pretty perfect stan-
dard. He also enters into retreat for one month every year to further advance his Dharma cultivation.
Therefore those who follow him are embraced within his brilliant aura, which is most beneficial to the
student’s progress. A

The Vajrayana Esoteric Society, under the management of Rev. Lau and the able executive direc-
tors, has achieved great success in Dharma spreading and in the printing of so many Tibetan Buddhist
scriptures in the Chinese language. It is my sincere wishes that these good works will be continued and
expanded in the indefinite future.

E8 -d-



Esoteric doctrines and initiations. to over two thousand diséip]es. In
1984, I again consulted Dudjom Rinpoche as to the three aspects of my
work, - my own practice, translation .into Chinese, and spreading the
Dharma, -fearing that I might not successfully encompass all three, but
once more,I received his instructions that I should continue with them
all. Now, since my Guru’s fulfilment, there are many matters of method
and doctrine which I cannot request any more. If you are able to help
me with any instructions, I should be most grateful.

Way back in 1986, when I savarofessor Li You Ye in Los Angeles,
he told me that when he had been with Dudjom Rinpoche in Lhasa in 1957
our Guru had told him that in two years from that time a Chinese , a
person of the Han race, would.come to receive the Tineages, so that
there would be no fear of losing them. 1In reflecting how our Rinpoche
could have foreknowledge of such things, and that he had already thus
recorded them, I feel I have a very important task. I hope you may be
able to help me.

We now hear that his Holiness’ relics will be going to the temple
in Nepal on about 22 January, 1989, and that there will be a series of
ceremonies, practice and gatherings from 4th February. I hope to be
in Kathmandu before 22 January and will probably stay more than a
month. If your reverence has plans to go to Nepal, we shall be able to
see each other and to talk together then.

Later on, I plan to return to America, hoping to establish a
branch of our Society there; in such case, I shall certainly let you
know, at least two weeks beforehand,and hopefully we should be able to
meet that time. '

I am sending you two books under seperate cover,one a translation
into Chinese of Dudjom Rinpoche’s History of Tibet, which I think is
the one you requested, and the other a Pictorial Memoir of the associ-
ation of Dudjom Rinpoche with the Vajrayana Esoteric Societies. I hope
you will receive them both in good time.

With every good wish,
' Your sincere friend,

Sonam Chokyi Gyaltsan -



The Vajrayana Esoteric Society,
No.35, Nin Hsia Tung Yet St,
Hsi Tun District, 40711,
Tai Chung, Taiwan R,0.C.
November 23, 1988.
Reverend Tarthang Tulku,
Tibetan Nyingma Meditation Center,
2425 Hillside Avenue,
Berkeley, California 94704, U.S.A.

Dear Tarthang Tulku,

I was very pleased to receive your letter of 7th November. I am
so sorry that I could not be there to welcome you on the two occasions
that you visited Taipei.

0f the four branches of the Vajrayana Society in Taiwan, - in Tai
-pei, Tai Chung, Tainan and Kachsiung, - the building for that in Tai-
chung was completed in 1984. In planning its construction, I was able
to follow the instructions of Dudjom Rinpoche himself, so at its fop
is displayed the wheel of the Dharma, supported by two deer, while on
the front wall is a representation of the figure of Guru Rinpoche, as
in a great thanka, three storeys high. In an area such as this, the
colours and ideas embodied in the picture make quite an impression. My
lodging is on the second floor of this building, while the top floor
is devoted to our temp]é. Dudjom Rinpoche came in person to perform
the consecration ceremony, - a great honour.

I understand that you say that you have restricted your outside
commitments and do not receive many people and I must say I admire
this. For myself, I remember back in 1959, when Dudjom Rinpoche gave
me his lineages and asked me to spread the Dharma for him, I felt that
I should wait until I received more result from my practice before car-
rying out his request. His Holiness, however, showed his disappoint-
ment, saying that, because of the political situation in Tibet and the
fear that the Dharma might be weakened, he believed that any necessary
work should not be delayed. This is why, since receiving those orders,
I have worked in Hong Kong and elsewhere to spread the Esoteric medi-
tation methods, (now to over twenty thousand people), and to give the

-b-



TIBETAN NYINGMA MEDITATION CENTER

Venerable Sonam Chokyi Gyaltsan
c/oThe Vajrayana Esoteric Society
4 F No. 278 Nanking E. Rd. 7 November 1988

Sec. 3 Taipei Taiwan ROC

Dear Venerable Sonaﬁ Chokyi Gyaltsan,

Thank you for sending me sO many things over the last
several months. I was in Tibet for quite a while earlier this
year and was not available. Then I was in Taipei and wanted to
meet with you, but you were not available. By the time Ireturned
here, you had left. So please, let me know two weeks or soO
ahead of time when it is possible for you to come next vear. I
am not always at my center here, and I would like very much to
meet with you. I am not generally meeting with people or giving
classes, but that does not apply to you---there is no comparing
you with anyone else. Meanwhile, I send my best wishes for your
good work promoting the Vajrayana teachings, especially among
those who speak the Chinese leanguage. If you have Dudjom
Rinpoche's history in Chinese, I would like very much if you

could send me a coOpY.

With my best wishes,

92
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Head Lama Tarthang Tulku 2425 Hillside Avenue, Berkeley, California 94704 usa A Non-Profit Corporation
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23. PADMA.SAM.BHA.VA —THE LOTUS BORN GURU. From the pollen bed of a
self sprung lotus, the Lotus Buddha arose like the rising sun, Sending forth a cloud of
blazing Dakinis-—Homage to Padmasambhava'!
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