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13 stage

All accomplished

Light of compassion

Free from suffering
) Buddhahood

o= Unsurpassed adornment

} Ten wisdoms

Ten power and
Three mindfulness

(——7" Buddha eye
Eight noble paths

Four bases of psychic power

= Four diligence

<"— Four mindfulness

60
Seven constituents steps to
i of enlightenment a7 buddhahood
y dharmas of
elightenment
Five powers
Five roots

Four immeasurable mind

¥ ](- Six paramita

Lion throne

1

1 Three refuge

Ten prepects




The Symbolism of the Stupa

Wong Ngai Ying

There are different levels of symbolism concerning the
Buddhist stupa. First it is used to keep relics, statues or
scared texts of the Buddha or of other saints. Thus, it may
be regarded as a palace or mandala of the buddha or saint

concerned. Thus, by erection of the stupa can restore the
balance of the place, benefiting those who makes
prostration to the stupa. Secondly, it can also represent

the form-body of +the Buddha, and it also contains a
representation of a universe (the three realms: desire,. form
and formless). Actually, a mandala itself can be considered
as a universe.

The stupa can also represent the path to enlightenment,
which includes the ten percepts, triple refuge, six
paramita, four immeasurable mind, the thirty seven dharmas
of enlightenment (four mindfulness, four diligence, four

bases of psychic power, five roots, five powers, seven
constituents of enlightenment and the eight noble paths),
and finally, to total accomplishment. For more detailed
discussion, interested readers are referred to the

references listed below.

Snodgrass, The Symbolism of The Stupa. Southeast Asia
Program, 1988. _

Tucci, Stupa: Art, Architectonics and Symbolism, Aditya
Prakashan, 1988. '

Govinda, Psycho-cosmic Symbolism of the Buddhist Stupa.
Dharma Publishing, 1976. v

Govinda, The Foundation of Tibetan Mysticism, Samuel Weiser

Inc, 1969.
Dowman, The Legend of the Great Stupa, Dharma Publishing,
1973. '

The great stupa of Dharmakaya which liberates upon seeing,
The Varjradhatu Sun, 1986.

Ray, Pinpointing awakened mind, The Vajradhatu Sun, 1987.

Hungtington, the great stupa at Sanchi, Gesar, 1980.

Appreciating the stupa, Gesar, 1986.

Tsa-tsa, Gesar, 1987.

The body, speech and mind of a Buddha, Choxang 1987.

The tantrlc symbolism of the stupa, Mltrata, 1989.
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fected the Mandala of Jikten Choto. To enslave furious gods and demons.
perform the Four Karmas—Homage 1o Palgyi Se

He per
g them 10

4PAL.GYLSENGE.—GLORIOUS LION. In the Samdrup Keutsang Cave at Padro
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