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- eugenia jambu) is an example.

4. Respecting former translaticons: for instance, anuttara-
samyak-sambodhi can be translated as "unsurpassable,
full and true enlightenment", since the
transliteration was used for a time, we would not use

a new translation.

5. For generating merit: for instance, prajna can be
translated into "“wisdom". However, it may be
confused with worldly wisdom and make the readers pay
no respect to prgjna. Thus, the term pragjna is used

instead.

The author would 1like to suggest the use of the
"pracketing method" for terms in the above categories,
for instance, diamond sceptre (Skt.: Vgjra, Tib.: Dorje).
In such a way, the translation would not be a "Buddhist
tribal language" and the genuine meaning can also be

delivered.

In what follows, a 1list of commonly met buddhist
terms compiled by the author (in collaboration with Chu

Chin Kwong)} is shown for the readers’ reference.



challenge in which he defeated the brahmins. In 645,
Xuan Zhuang returned to Xian, bringing with him 657
scriptures in Sanskrit. The Chinese emperor ordered
~£hat the scriptures should be translated and in the
following twenty years, 1335 volumes of Buddhist texts
were translated, under the supervision of Xuan Zhuang

who passed away at the age of sixty-two.

Xuan Zhuang suggested that five categories of terms

are not to be translated. They are

1. Dharani (magical formulas): as they are esoteric. For
instance, the heart sutra mantra "“gate gate paragate
parasangate bodhi soha" can be translated as "liberate,
liberate, liberate to the other bank, liberate
completely to the other bank, the enlightenment is
complete", but we stick to the mantric

transliteration.
2. Terms with manifold meanings: for instance, bhagavan
has the meanings of "free", "splendid", "dignified",

"auspicious" and "venerable".

3. Not existing in this land: jambu (the rose-apple tree



a controversy. In this aspect, the author would like to -
introduce the rules for translating Buddhist texts set
by the great translator Xuan Zhuang of the sixth

century.

Abbot Xuan Zhuang (602-664) was one of the greatest
translators who ever existed in China. Most of the
scriptures, such as Mahaprajnasutra and Yogacaryabhumi, were
brought back by Xuan Zhuang and translated under his
supervision. Xuan Zhuang was ordained as monk in the
Pure Land Monastery in Lo Yang. He could give teachings
on the Heart Sutra at an age of twenty-one. Being deeply
interested in Vijnanavada, he was determined to travel to
India for obtaining scriptures for translation. 1In 629,
he left Xian, traversing the Onion Range by the Northern
Route of Tien Shan, reaching the northern part of India.
After pilgrimage to scared places,he arrived at Nalanda
Monastery despite of the many difficulties in the
journey. Under the instruction of Silabhadra, ZXuan
zhuang studied the Vijnanavada and became one of the ten
prominent learners in the monastery. At that time, some
brahmins wanted to challenge Buddhism by asking for
debate in the presence of King Siladitya. Xuan Zhuang

was requested by Nalanda Monastery to accept the



THE FIVE CATEGORIES THAT ARE NOT TO BE TRANSLATED OF
MASTER XUAN ZHUANG (1)

Wong Ngai Ying

With the spread of Buddhism in the West, lots of
Buddhist scriptures are - translated into English.
However, most of the technical terms do not have a
unified translation. This may bring about confusion
among the readers. For instance, some like to use the
term "law" instead of "dharmg", "the joyful one" for
"sugata® and "primordial contact with the total field of
events and meaning® instead of “dharmakaya".  Nyingmapa,
rNying-ma-pa (Tarthang), Nifimaba (Namkai Norbu), "the O01d

Sect", and "the Red Hat Sect" had been used for?r.’aun' .

In the preface of Primordial Experience (Shambhala
Publications), Lipman pointed out that the use of such
jargo’ns.' as dharma, sugata and dharmakaya makes the
translation a "Buddhist +tribal language™ and not a
language "that opens out into" common usage. However,
whether the .phrases "the Jjoyful one", "primordial
contact with the tdtal field of events and meanings" can

deliver the exact meanings of sugata and dharmakaya remains
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44, mTHU.CH’EN.gYUNG.sTONPA—THE MAGICIAN TEACHER OF YUNG.
Blessed from his youth with knowledge of Sutras and Tantras, the Arts and Sciences, Urged
on by his Lama, completing his course of Dzokch-~ He destroyed the Eight Loads of Pride
to expand his activity—Homage to Thuck’en Yungtonpa:
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